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JAMES PRICE POINT — LAND ACQUISITION 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [9.02 am]: Today I am pleased to announce that the state will 
move to acquire all interests in the designated land near James Price Point, 60 kilometres north of Broome. The 
acquisition of this land will enable the establishment of the Browse natural gas precinct as a project-ready 
strategic area with the required planning and regulatory framework in place. This is the best opportunity to 
achieve efficient land-based development and thereby secure opportunities associated with the development of 
the nearby offshore Browse Basin and onshore Canning Basin gas fields, and to maximise benefits to both the 
local and state economy. The decision earlier this year by Woodside and its joint venture partners to not proceed 
with their original proposal was disappointing, although they did advise that they are evaluating three 
development concepts, one of which is based on a smaller onshore LNG plant located at James Price Point. 
However, this precinct is not dependent on any one project or any one company. The region contains world-class 
gas resources, and there is interest in a suitable site for a gas processing precinct in the Kimberley. 

The state has been working since 2007 to establish the precinct as a means of diversifying and expanding the 
economy of the Kimberley, delivering social and economic benefits to Indigenous people in the region and 
ensuring that the environmental impacts of gas processing are managed at a single site. As part of this process, 
43 precinct sites were initially identified, 11 sites were considered in more detail and four sites were evaluated, 
prior to James Price Point being selected as the preferred site in late 2008. Shortly afterwards, the state entered 
into land-use negotiations with traditional owners and their representatives. It was always the state’s preference 
to reach an agreement with the traditional owners. While a formal process under the Native Title Act to acquire 
the land was started, negotiations with traditional owners, supervised by the National Native Title Tribunal, to 
obtain their consent continued in parallel. This culminated in a meeting of the Goolarabooloo–Jabirr Jabirr native 
title claimants on 6 May 2011. At this meeting the traditional owners voted 164 to 108 in favour of entering into 
a land agreement to establish a gas processing precinct at James Price Point. On 30 June 2011, an historic 
agreement was signed with the Goolarabooloo–Jabirr Jabirr native title claimant group to secure access to land at 
James Price Point for the single gas processing precinct. 

The benefits of the precinct go well beyond the taxes and royalties that will accrue to the state government from 
the development of gas resources in the Kimberley. It includes a significant social and economic benefits 
package. The decision to acquire the land for the precinct will ensure that benefits from the state government will 
still flow to the people in the Kimberley, commencing with the implementation of a $10 million economic 
development fund and a $20 million Indigenous housing fund. The state is honouring its commitments to the 
people of the Kimberley. These benefits, targeting specific areas of disadvantage, will benefit the local 
traditional owners immediately, with further benefits delivered once a project proponent has been secured. I 
commend this to the house. 
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